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For the 2013 Bazaar, Pierre Jean Giloux presented us with the portrayal of
a futuristic city where we find the population has gradually declined until
eventually communities have aggregated only ‘around key points along
transportation lines.

Upon visiting his exhibition, we are first led to a display of three photographs
by the textured sidewalk guiding blocks for the visually impaired, which
Giloux has extended from the sidewalk outside directly into his exhibition
space. The photographs show nighttime shots of various places in the city
that Giloux took while in Japan, yet it is impossible to identify where they were
taken. We are then drawn in further into the studio by a compelling sound,
but find we must peer through a small hole to see the source - a video in the
back room. The video projected an urban nightscape; mimicking the view
from a train window. As the image became concentrated, it transformed into
a landscape of a metropolis glowing in the dark.

In his video aptly titled Shrinking Cities, the concept of “shrinking” prevails
throughout the work and even we ourselves must diminish the size of our
own bodies in act of viewing the video. The guiding blocks on the floor
become a metaphor for the city lights seen in the film, while at the same
time relay the message that Giloux, wishes to guide us through the space
with visual images.
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Profile: Pierre Jean Giloux was born in 1965 in Macon, France, currently based in Paris. He

produces video-based art that combines 3D animation with actual film footage and
incorporates new technology to create works using mixed media and images.
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